
 

 

 
 

ICE BREAKER: What is your favorite ice cream flavor? 

 

 One of the reasons that Revelation is such a hard book is 

because it challenges you on so many different fronts.  You have got 

to be sure that how you are approaching this book is the same across 

a) the whole book and b) all of scripture.  This is what we started 

talking about last week but this week I would like to take it a step 

further.  Since there are so many different views on the book of 

Revelation there is no way that everyone can agree.  So that leads to 

the follow up question of: What happens when the way you have 

viewed Revelation, possibly for your whole Christian life, is 

challenged?  How are we to handle ourselves and scripture when 

someone disagrees with us?  If we are to be honest we would say that 

this is a question that Christians have been asking each other for 

about 2000 years. 

 

 Here would be a good place to point out that when we are 

talking about disagreements about scripture there are a few different 

levels of disagreement we could have.  There are some disagreements 

that we could have on the nature of scripture or how to read scripture 

that could lead us to think that the person disagreeing with us may 

not even really be a Christian.  Some examples would be: The deity 

of Christ, the sufficiency of Christ's sacrifice (see Hebrews).  These 

are disagreements about things that are basic to salvation. 

 

 The next level that we would find would be things that are 

significant enough to be very important to us but at the end of the day 

we can disagree about and still think that the other person is still 

saved.  Some examples here would be things like: Infant Baptism, 

complimentarian vs. egalitarian.  These are the type of disagreements 

that, for better or worse, lead to us having so many denominations.  

These can be very serious and weighty things, but they are not 

necessary for salvation. 

 

 The third type of disagreement that we can have are things 

that we can just shrug our shoulders over and go about our day.  

Things like: grape juice or wine for communion, pews or chairs in the 

sanctuary, or even who is the Rider of the white horse (yep, still on 

that one). 

 

 I bring all of that up to say that the level of disagreement 

should indicate the response.  We need to take a very strong stance 

against anyone that would preach a gospel that doesn’t save.  This is 

the type of person that Paul calls out over and over again in some of 

his epistles and that Jude condemns so harshly.  But the next level is 

where we should be willing to show vast amounts of grace to each 

other. And minor disagreements don’t really even warrant more than 

a smile and let’s continue our day. 

 

 So the question that we come to is where do we put 

disagreements on how to interpret the book of Revelation?  It seems 

that many people will put this very high on the scale, even to the 

point of making the book of Revelation a salvation level issue.  

(Hopefully none of you are that far along the scale.) But it also seems 

like the way that we handle an entire book of the Bible has to be 

more important than just to shrug our shoulders at.  I think here 

remembering a distinction Pastor made at the beginning of his 

message will help greatly. 

 

Prophetic Revelation: God has revealed himself clearly.  We know 

that's exactly what he is going to do.  There is no doubt about it based 

on his Word. 

 

Prophetic Interpretation: This is where there may be 2-3 ideas that 

Christians have had over the last 2000 years as they have studied a 

particular passage. 

 

Prophetic Speculation: This is where you say, “I Think it could 

mean this based on _____ (whatever current event or wild idea that 

you may have). 

 

I think that we should stand very strong on things about Prophetic 

Revelation, treat disagreements about interpretation somewhere in 

between the second and third level of disagreement, and let 

speculation be just that, speculation.  What gets super cool is that we 

find we can apply all three levels to each passage.  There are truths 

that are revealed by God that are interpreted in a few different ways 

that can lead to vastly different speculations. One of the best 

examples of this would be in the blowing of the sixth trumpet. 

 

READ: Revelation 9:13-21 

 

 So here in Revelation we find quite literally the stuff of 

nightmares.  We have 2 times 10,000 times 10,000 (if you punch this 

in the calculator you get 200 Million) troops on the craziest horses 

you could ever imagine.  Not only were the heads like fire breathing 

lions (what?!?) but the tails were like serpent heads that go around 

biting people.  Whenever you read something like this an appropriate 

first response is to ask: what in the world did I just read?  After that 

you can use the tools we talked about last week (context, and the four 

specific prophetic tools) to try and wrap your mind around what God 

is saying.   

 

 If we look for a revelation that we can all agree about in 

this passage I think a good place to start is by saying that no matter 

how crazy these things are God is in control.  Another revelation that 

we should all be able to agree on is found in verse 21.  That is that 

even in the face of seeing tragedy and crazy things there are some 

who will refuse to come to God.  To get into interpretation, Pastor 

talked about two views on the troops and there are even a few more.   

 

 But this passage, maybe more than most every other, is 

victim to much prophetic speculation.  I have heard these horses as 

being almost everything; from Apache Helicopters to literal chimera 

type beasts ridden by the horde of demons, and a host of other things 

in between.  In the middle ages they were thought to be war ships.  I 

have heard of them being rockets or a description of tanks.  The point 

is this, although it can be fun to speculate we have got to realize that 

disagreements about things that we have speculated on are ok. 

  

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS: 

1. How can we show Christian love to people on the whole 

spectrum of disagreement, from the most serious to the most 

trivial? 

2. Why do you think that God has allowed for there to be this 

confusion when it comes to some passages of scripture? 

3. How can you determine where a specific disagreement falls 

along the spectrum of Disagreements? 

 

VERSE TO MEMORIZE: 1 Corinthians 14:33a 
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  BEFORE LIFE GROUP: 

 

   Bring your Sermon Notes, your Study Guide and completed Discussion Questions with you to your Life Group.  

   Come to Life Group prayed up and ready to share how the Lord has personally spoken to you through this study. 

 

 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

 

“Life Groups” are an exciting place to have fun and grow spiritually as you meet weekly in small home groups 

where you will experience “authentic church life” by fulfilling the 5 purposes of the Church: (Acts 2:42-47) 

 

COMMUNITY/FELLOWSHIP • DISCIPLESHIP • MINISTRY • WORSHIP • EVANGELISM 

 

“If you are not currently involved in a Life Group I can think of no better way for you to grow in 

your walk with God.  In Genesis 2:18 we read that “it is NOT GOOD for man to be alone.” And 

Life Groups are where we, as a church, live this out.  Also if you are currently involved in life 

group – It is not a secret to be kept.  Invite those around you into life changing fellowship as we 

learn to love God and delve deeper into his Word!    

-   Pastor David 

 

Additional Notes, Praise Reports and Prayer Request: 
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“FAMILY MATTERS and UPDATES”:   

 

Financial Report: 

July 2015 – June 2016:   $286,000 

Year-to-date required:  $  49,500 

Yearly up-to-date giving:   $  60,320 

 

Weekly budget requirement:  $ 5,500 

General Offering  08/28/15 :  $ 5,705 

               +$    205 
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